
Connecting the dots

Sharing data is one of the cornerstones of 
modern science, allowing for large-scale 
analyses and reproducibility. Despite the 
fact that data sharing has improved over 
the past decade, data availability and 
willingness to share data continue to vary 
widely between disciplines. 

Sharing and 
Publishing 
Research Data

With policies mandating greater research transparency and data sharing, the scientific community 
is increasingly adopting this practice. However, to successfully build and manage data pipelines, 
it is essential that improved guidelines, education to manage concerns, and appropriate 
infrastructure be well in place.
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Key challenges that prevent 
researchers from sharing data

Time
constraints

Data theft

Lack of training
in data sharing

Lack of compensation Unfavourable
internal policies

Lack of data 
infrastructure

Problems with 
interoperability

Moral & legal standards
violations

Benefits

Adds value to the
research report

Increases exposure
leading to new
collaborations

Enhance cross-disciplinary
interest and citations

Likelihood of research grant
requests being successful

Why should researchers consider publishing their data:

What it means for the research community

Duplication of experiments
can be avoided

New insights can be attained,
initiating new lines of inquiry

Makes it easy to reuse
and reinterpret data 
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